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FEB06 - LESSON01
Seeds and Weeds
Matthew 13

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity. 

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Have you ever grown a plant or tended a garden? If so, you know that 
most of the action is underneath the soil. What goes on there will 
determine the life and health of the plant. Even though you can’t really 
see what’s happening under the soil, what you do see is how weak 
or strong the plant becomes. And it’s all a result of what’s happening 
under the surface. This “under the surface” work makes soils and seeds 
one of Jesus’ favorite images for describing the spiritual life. 

In this chapter, Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower to invite his 
listeners to choose which kind of soil best describes their spiritual 
life. He then builds on this analogy with a story about weeds growing 
alongside seeds, and how they aren’t separated until harvest time. 
Through these images, Jesus paints a vivid picture of our spiritual 
journey. 

The soil we are planted in is important for our growth, but so is 
adversity. The “weeds” (or difficult people/circumstances) can 
strengthen or weaken our spiritual growth, depending on our 
response. We become stronger when we are able to grow in spite of 
the weeds. This is part of God’s strategy, because as we learn in this 
chapter, they will be with us until the end of our lives. 

Through each parable in this chapter, Jesus invites us to see where 
we are - and what need to change - to prioritize his kingdom. This will 
determine how we will be received when we enter in.
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Have you ever planted anything and watched it grow?
• Have you ever had someone teach you something by telling you a   
 story and do you remember the lesson?
• What’s the greatest treasure you have and why is it valuable to you?

9

Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 13 in The Message version to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• In the Parable of the Sower (verses 1-9), what were the four places  
 that the farmer’s seed landed and what happened to the seeds in  
 each place?
• In the Parable of the Weeds (verses 24-30), what does the owner say  
 about pulling up the weeds and when does he say he will deal with  
 them?
• What are the five things Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to?  
 (verses 31,33,44,45,47)
• Where does Jesus say is the only place a prophet is without honor  
 (verse 57) and what happened to make him say this (verses 54-56)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Whom do you think the sower symbolizes and what is the main point  
 of this parable?
• Why do you think Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a  
 mustard seed and yeast? 
• What do the Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl have in  
 common?
• How does Jesus relate miracles to faith (verse 58)?



Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON01
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Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Which of the four soils Jesus describes best represents you and why?
• What changes do you need to make to be “good soil” (verse 23)?
• When you read the Parable of the Weeds (verses 24-30), what do you  
 think Jesus is saying and how do you apply it to your life? 
• How would you explain the Kingdom of God to someone else?

Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Buy packets of seeds (all the same kind) for each student in your 
group. Have them plant their seeds at home and record everything 
they are doing (including where they plant them). When you meet in 
your group, have a time to share about the seeds. Hopefully students 
realize how long it takes for seeds to grow, and what kind of care 
is conductive to the plant’s growth. This activity will provide several 
analogies for your group throughout your study of Matthew.



NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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Miracle Man
Matthew 14

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Have you ever seen a miracle that expanded your view of God? That’s 
what happens to the disciples in this chapter. They had seen Jesus 
heal, but they hadn’t witnessed his eminence over creating. As they 
watch him make food appear and see him walk on water, they realize 
in a new way how powerful he is. 

In this chapter, we will be invited to take a look at our image of God, 
and how much we can really trust him. However, this usually requires 
us to take a step of faith. In the story of the feeding of the 5,000, we 
will see that when we give God what little we have, he can multiply it 
beyond what we imagine. 

Then through Peter’s story of walking on water, we will examine where 
we need to “get out of the boat” and put ourselves in God’s hands. 
Until we step out in faith in the scary areas of our lives, we will never 
know what God can do.

We will be challenged in this chapter to see where in our lives we can 
point only to God’s power. By moving past the safe places into the 
scary areas of our lives, we will discover a bigger God. And that is, after 
all, the size he really is. We just need to look through eyes of faith in 
order to accurately see him.

Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes
• If you could have seen Jesus do any miracle, which one would you  
 have liked to see and why?
• Do you think there is something more Jesus could have done while  
 he was here to prove he was the Son of God?

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.

FEB13 - LESSON02
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Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 14 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• What did Jesus do when he heard what happened to John the  
 Baptist (verse 13) and how did the crowds react?
• How did Jesus feel when he saw the crowds after they followed him  
 (verse 14)?
• How many loaves and fish did Jesus use to feed the people
 (verse 17)?
•  How much was left over (verse 20)?
• How many were fed (verse 21)?
• Where did the disciples see Jesus (verse 25) and what was their  
 response (verse 26,28)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes
• Why did Herod want to kill John the Baptist (verse 3-5) and what  
 does that tell you about Herod?
• What lesson did the disciples learn about Jesus (verses 15-21)?
• Why do you think Jesus walked on water to the disciples (verses 25- 
 26) and how do you think this changed the disciples’ view of Jesus?
• Why did Peter start to sink when he was walking on the water
 (verse 30)? 
• Do you think Peter exercised more faith or less faith than the other  
 disciples?

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Do miracles strengthen your faith?
• What is the biggest miracle you have seen God do in your life?
• Where do you need to take a step of faith and “get out of the boat”?
• Is there an area of your life where you need to take your eyes off the   
 storm and put them on Jesus?

13



LESSON02

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Have your students share one way they can take a step of faith this 
week and do something they’ve never done before. After each person 
shares, have them get into the middle of the circle and have everyone 
else in the group lay hands on them and pray for them to have the 
strength to take their step of faith. Ask Jesus to reveal himself as the 
student steps out in faith. Then come back the following week and 
share stories. 
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NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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It’s the Inside That Counts
Matthew 15

FEB20 - LESSON03

16

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Have you ever noticed how people’s appearances change when you 
get to know them? People who are attractive on the outside can be 
downright ugly when you get to know them. Conversely some of the 
plainest of people I know have become the most beautiful overtime. 
We all know that what’s inside a person eventually takes over and 
changes what’s on the outside.

And in this chapter, Jesus says the same thing is true about faith.

The Pharisees appeared to be the closest to God by the way they 
looked. However, when Jesus came, he exposed their hearts. Suddenly 
what they were like on the inside took over. And Jesus let them know 
he wasn’t happy with what he saw.

Later in the chapter, a woman who appeared to be far from God in 
her social standing ended up being commended by Jesus as having 
great faith. When Jesus saw her humble heart, he stopped and this 
encounter changed her life (and everyone else’s impression of her).

We will see in this chapter that the way we present ourselves pales 
in comparison to what lies within our hearts, because with Jesus it’s 
what’s on the inside that counts.

Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Have you ever had an impression of someone from the outside that   
 changed when once you got to know the inside?
• Have you ever been desperate for God to answer a prayer?
• What lesson or truth do you feel like God has to keep teaching you   
 again and again?

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 15 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• How does Jesus answer the Pharisees question in verses 2-3? 
• What does he say to the Pharisees in verse 6?
• According to Jesus what makes people “unclean” (verse 11, 17-20)?
• Why does Jesus grant the request of the woman in verses 25-28?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes
• Why was Jesus mad at the Pharisees in verses 2-9? 
• Why does Jesus say a better indicator of holiness is what comes out  
 of our mouths rather than what goes in (verses 16-20)? 
• How do you define holiness?
• How do you interpret Jesus’ actions in verses 21-28?
• Do you think Jesus was frustrated with the disciples (verses 32-33)? 
• When you look back at what happened in chapter 14 verses 15-21,  
 what does that tell you about our memory of God‘s faithfulness?

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes
• What does being “clean” and “unclean” mean to you?
• Have you ever persevered with a prayer request and saw that God  
 had answered it?
• Are there any situations where God showed up in the past that could  
 help you with something you are struggling with right now?

17



Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON03
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Challenge students to rethink what beauty is by showing them pictures 
of well-known celebrities and then heroes of the faith (i.e. Mother 
Teresa, Billy Graham, Martin Luther).

Ask the question: What do you define as beautiful?



NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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Who Is Jesus?
Matthew 16 & 17

FEB27 - LESSON04

20

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

The question of who is Jesus has been asked since the time of his 
birth. Jesus himself, in chapter 16, asks his disciples, “who do you say I 
am?”. One of the most fascinating things about Jesus to me is that he 
never went around toting his authority or trying to convince people of 
his title as the Son of God.

In these two chapters, we see Jesus both deny the request of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees to see a sign from heaven and then later 
straight up reveal heaven to a few of his disciples. In what’s known 
as “The Transfiguration,” Peter, James, and John see Jesus in a light 
they’ve never seen him in before. But then Jesus tells them to be quiet 
about it and not tell anyone!

When Peter concludes that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, Jesus says something very profound. He replies, “blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh 
and blood, but by my Father in heaven.” This gives us a peek into how 
believers will find Jesus for centuries to come. Physical signs from 
heaven and mountain top experiences, while purposeful and powerful, 
are not the evidence we need to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. Rather, God’s very Spirit speaks to ours, revealing the truth of 
who Jesus really is.

Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Have you ever wanted a sign from God? Have you ever gotten one?
• Would seeing Jesus change or alter your belief?
• Have you ever experienced a moment that you wish you would have   
 lasted forever?

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 16 and 17 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being 
said. Then open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• How does Jesus respond to the Pharisees and Sadducees asking for   
 a sign (16:4)?
• What was Jesus’ warning in chapter 16, verse 6? 
• How do the disciples answer Jesus’ question of “who do others say   
 that I am?” and “who do you say that I am?” (16:13-16)?
• Who saw Jesus during his transfiguration (17:1) and who appeared   
 with Jesus on the mountain (17:30)?
• How did the disciples react to what happened in the sky while Peter   
 was speaking in (17:5-6)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Why do you think Jesus says what he says in chapter 16, verse 4?
• Why do you think Jesus warned about the Pharisees and Sadducees  
 teachings?
• What’s the significance of Peter’s answer to who Jesus is (16:16-17)?
• Why do you think Jesus tells the three disciples not to tell anyone  
 about what they saw (verse 9)? What does this tell you about Jesus?
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Take a few minutes and have students research questions they have 
about Jesus. Then have students share and discuss what they find.

LESSON04

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.
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Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• If Jesus told you to beware of someone’s influence in your life, who  
 would it be?
• Have you ever made a “confession of faith”?
• Have you ever “seen” God in a way that was hard to explain?
• How do you think your faith (trust) in Jesus can be strengthened?



NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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Compassion and Forgiveness
Matthew 18

MAR06 - LESSON05

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of this book for an activity that best suits your group!

24

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Grace is given so that it can be lived. However, we are not always the 
best dispensers of the grace we’ve received. We tend to hold our grace 
in a cup, rather than keep it in a sifter. That’s what this chapter is about.

Most of us have no trouble receiving grace. However, when the time 
comes for us to extend grace, we put conditions on how and when we 
give it away. But the grace Jesus speaks about in this chapter has no 
conditions. Since God has given his unmerited grace to us, we have to 
be willing to do the same for others—whether they deserve it or not. 
The “not” is the challenge of our faith.

In this chapter, your students will explore their willingness to forgive, 
and look at where they need to extend grace, even when it is not 
deserved. There are times when the only motivation we have is 
the grace we’ve received from God. But this, Jesus says, should be 
enough.

In the world, we are taught that people need to deserve our 
forgiveness in order to receive it. But in this chapter, we learn 
differently. In a system of obedience and reward, Grace is a game 
changer. And God sent his son to show us that we don’t need to make 
the first move toward Grace. God already made that move for us. 

Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Which would you hate losing the most, your eyes or your legs?
• Has anyone ever done something to you that was hard to forgive?
• Has God’s forgiveness made a difference in your ability to forgive   
 others?



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 18 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• What does Jesus say about sin (verses 8-9)?  
• According to verse 15, what is the first step we make when we have a  
 problem with someone and what do we do if they don’t listen? 
• What does Jesus say happens when two or three come together   
 (verses 19-20)?
• In Jesus’ parable (verses 22 – 34), what happens to the servant who   
 is unable to pay his debt (verse 27)? 
• What does the servant do with the one who owes him a debt 
 (verse 30)? 
• What does the master do when he finds out about the servant’s   
 behavior (verses 32-34)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• What does Jesus say about sin (verses 8-9)?  
• According to verse 15, what is the first step we make when we have a 
problem with someone and what do we do if they don’t listen? 
• What does Jesus say happens when two or three come together  
 (verses 19-20)?
• In Jesus’ parable (verses 22 – 34), what happens to the servant who  
 is unable to pay his debt (verse 27)? 
• What does the servant do with the one who owes him a debt 
 (verse 30)? 
• What does the master do when he finds out about the servant’s  
 behavior (verses 32-34)?
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Have students take a few minutes and reflect about the last question. 
Encourage them to come up with a next step in dealing with the 
unforgiveness they might be harboring (i.e. make a phone call, set up a 
time to talk with a trusted adult about the situation, show forgiveness 
with a kind gesture).

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON05

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• How do you tend to get into trouble?
• What’s an extreme way of dealing with that sin?
• Do you relate more to the lost sheep Jesus goes to find, or the 99  
 who are with Jesus? 
• Would you say you are good at forgiving others?
•  Is there someone you need to have a conversation with who has 
  done something that hurt you?
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NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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Upside-Down Kingdom
Matthew 19-20

MAR13 - LESSON06

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.

28

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

God’s Kingdom works a little differently than the rest of the world. 
Often, we think that the best way to get ahead is to… well, get ahead, 
be first, have power. Jesus offers a different perspective. A life based 
on servanthood, where the last are first and losing everything means 
gaining everything.

In these chapters we see Jesus speak to prideful workers, a power-
hungry mother, and a materialistic rich young ruler. His words reveal 
so much about God’s way of doing things. They serve as a wakeup call 
to us that still have systems of the world built into our thinking. Would 
we begin to let these scriptures transform us and open our eyes to the 
Upside-Down Kingdom that Jesus came to introduce to us!

Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• When you think about your relationship with God, is it more about   
 following rules or following Jesus and what’s the difference?
• If you had to name the one thing that would be hardest to give up,   
 what would it be?
• Would you describe God as fair or unfair?



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 19 & 20 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. 
Then open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• According to Jesus in verse 8 of chapter 19, what was the reason   
 Moses permitted divorce? 
• In verse 14 of chapter 19, to whom does Jesus say the kingdom of   
 heaven belongs? 
• How does Jesus respond to the rich man’s question (19:16)?
• How did the landowner respond when the workers complained   
 (20:13-15)?
• What did the mother of Zebedee’s sons (James and John) ask Jesus   
 (20:21)?

29

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Why do you think the disciples said what they did in verse 10 of  
 chapter 19?
• Do you think the rich man knew something was holding him back  
 when he approached Jesus—or do you think he was surprised  
 (19:16)?
• Why do you think the disciples were so taken aback in verse 25 of  
 chapter 19?
• What do you think Jesus was trying to communicate about grace  
 when he told the Parable of the Vineyard (20:1-16)?
• Do you think the workers who came early were justified in their  
 complaints?
• What does Jesus say about the way to be a leader (20:25-26)?



LESSON06

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Create a simple competition (tic tac toe, thumb wrestling, etc.) 
between your students. Tell them the winner gets some kind of reward 
(cookies, Chapstick, a high five, etc.). Give the winner their prize but 
then proceed to hand a prize out to everyone. 

Discuss the similarities in the Parable of the Vineyard and see what kind 
of emotions and thoughts that they had during the exercise.

30

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Do you feel like you have a good model for what marriage is   
 supposed to be?
• Would you say God is first in your life?
• Would you have thought it was fair if you were one of the early  
 vineyard workers in Jesus’ parable?
• Is it harder for you to accept God’s grace in your own life or to see it  
 given to others?
• Where in your life do you have the opportunity to serve others?



NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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The Invitation
Matthew 22

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Have you ever gotten an invitation and planned to go, but then 
declined because you got a better offer? Or maybe you got so busy 
that you forgot to attend? Most of us have. And there are times where 
we really regret it. Especially when we hear afterward what we missed.

In this chapter, Jesus describes the life he offers as an invitation. We 
can say “yes” or “no”, but it’s up to us to respond. Only by saying “yes” 
and following through with our response will we be included as his 
guest. But as we see from the parable in this chapter, the invitation 
keeps getting extended. And the only people who are missing are the 
ones who keep themselves away.

This is a great image to remember when it comes to responding to 
God. And there are descriptions in this chapter of what life is like when 
we say yes. We learned that relationships in eternity will be different 
than the ones we have here on earth. But Jesus also has something to 
say about how to live while we are on earth – and he boils it down to 
two commandments. We are to love God and love our neighbor – and 
when we do, the rest of the Commandments naturally fall into place.

The invitation God gives us extends into eternity. But it has implications 
here and now. In this lesson, we will have a chance to think about 
what life might be like after we leave this earth. But we will also be 
encouraged to think about what life should be like here and now.

MAR27 - LESSON07

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of this book for an activity that best suits your group!
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• What is the greatest invitation you have ever received?
• How do you picture heaven?
• Which of God‘s commandments (that you know) are the hardest and   
 easiest for you to follow?



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 22 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• Where were the servants sent first in the parable of the wedding   
 banquet (verse 3)?
• How did they respond (verses 5–6)?
• Where did the servants go next (verse 10)?
• How did Jesus respond to the question about paying taxes 
 (verses 19–21) and what did Jesus know about the people who asked  
 him this question (verse 18)?
• How many commandments does Jesus name as the greatest and   
 what are they (verses 37-39)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Why do you think Jesus told the Parable of the Wedding Banquet?
• Why do you think the Pharisees were amazed by Jesus’ answer 
 about paying taxes (verses 21-22)?
• What does Jesus imply about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
 (verses 31–32)?
• Why do you think Jesus asks the Pharisees whose son Christ is 
 (verse 41)? 
• How do you think the Pharisees interpreted what Jesus said in
  verses 44-45?

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• What message do you get out of Parable of the Wedding Banquet  
 and how does it apply to your life right now?
• Do you think we should have to pay taxes when all we have is 
 from God?
• How do you picture relationships in heaven? In what way are they 
different or similar to our relationships on earth?
• Why do you think we refer to Jesus as the “Son of David”?
• How can he both the son of David and the son of God?
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Give students a few minutes to think about the afterlife. With the first 
minute ask them to write down some questions or fears they might 
have. With the second, ask them to write down the things they know 
that Jesus has said about the afterlife. Which column is bigger? Fears 
or truth from Jesus? Encourage them to keep the list and add to it 
when they learn something or have fear.

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON07
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NOTES/PRAYER REQUESTS
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Warning
Matthew 23-24

APR03 - LESSON08

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.

Let’s Study It
 5 minutes

Do you remember the last time you got into trouble? It may have been 
a while for you, but your students will likely have a recent memory. And 
there’s a good possibility that their consequences were accompanied 
by a lecture from their parent or teacher. Most of your students will 
agree that the worst kind of lecture is one that happens in front of 
other people. And that’s a little bit like what happens in chapter 19.

Commonly known as the “seven woes” chapter, you get the feeling 
right away that Jesus has had it. And he lets the Pharisees have it 
for the way they have behaved. Even worse, he does it in front of 
everyone. He wants to make it perfectly clear that the Pharisees are 
giving others a bad example of what it means to love God. He also 
wants to give them one more chance to turn it around before he 
heads to the cross.

Then in chapter 20, Jesus indicates that we should spend more time 
preparing for his return than trying to figure out when it is going to 
happen. Warnings and reminders that the end will come and we are to 
be prepared! 

You and your students will have a chance to study and reflect on these 
cautions given by Jesus. We pay close attention to caution signs on 
the street and warning labels on products. How much more attention 
should we give the warnings of Jesus? 
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Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Look at what Jesus calls the Pharisees in verse 16 of chapter 23. Why  
 do you think he calls them that?
• Why does Jesus say cleaning the inside of the cup cleans the outside  
 and what does he mean (23:26)?
• Why do you think Jesus warns us repeatedly not to be deceived by  
 false prophecies about his coming (24:4, 23, 26)?
• What encouragement does Jesus give us in verses 45-47 of chapter  
 24? 
• What warning does he give us in verses 49-50?

Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 23 & 24 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. 
Then open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• According to Jesus, what is the Pharisees’ motivation for their   
 religious acts (23:5)
• What do verses 6 and 7 in chapter 23 say they love?
• Make a list (as a group) of all seven woes listed in chapter 23
 (verses 13, 15-16,23,25, 27, 29).
• What does Jesus say about the signs of his coming (24:5-8)?
• What does Jesus say about the second coming in verse 36
 of chapter 24?
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• What do you think about hypocrisy, what image comes to your   
 mind?
• When you hear someone talk about God but treat people poorly,   
 does it affect your faith? If yes, how?
• What do you think it will be like when Jesus comes again?



Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Which of the things Jesus condemns in chapter 23 do you think you  
 struggle with the most?
• When you think of an image of a “good Christian”, who do you  
 picture and why?
• If Jesus were to confront you on something you’re doing—or not  
 doing—what do you think it would be?
• How do you feel when you read Jesus’s words about the end of the  
 world? Excited? Scared? Hopeful? Anxious?
• Do verses 42-44 of chapter 24 inspire you to do anything you are
 not doing? 

Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

As a group, make a list of the top seven woes you think Jesus would 
have for the church today. You can divide your group to come up with 
one each and then compile the list, or just do it as a group activity. 
Keep it as a warning for your group to look at periodically and check 
themselves against.

LESSON08

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.
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He Will Come
Matthew 25

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

This is the only chapter in Matthew that is comprised solely of 
parables. Jesus tells three stories in a row to emphasize the things we 
are supposed to be doing before he comes back. The point of each of 
his parables can be summed up in three phrases: “Be ready”, “use your 
gifts wisely”, “love well”. But it’s the way Jesus tells his stories that make 
the lessons come alive.

To encourage us to be ready for his coming, Jesus gives us the image 
of a virgin waiting for her bridegroom. With the excitement of a new 
bride, we should have our lanterns filled and ready for when the groom 
arrives to take us to our new home. Then, to encourage us to use 
our gifts wisely, Jesus tells a story about three servants who are given 
talents, and what they did with those talents while their master was 
away. In this parable, we learned that it’s not what we have that is most 
important, but what we do with what we have. 

Finally, Jesus tells a frightening story to urge us to live a life of love. It’s 
about two groups of people who have opposite responses to people 
in need, and what ultimately happens to them. To the group who had 
compassion, he tells them that in serving others, they were serving 
him. To the group who did not have compassion, he lets them know 
their hard-heartedness had implications beyond the people they 
ignored.

By telling stories, Jesus communicates truth in a compelling way that 
reaches into the hearts of his listeners.

APR10 - LESSON09

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of this book for an activity that best suits your group!
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Have you ever been jolted or surprised by something you 
 didn’t expect to happen?
• If someone asked you what your greatest talent was, what 
 would you say?
• Have you ever experienced the presence of God in another person?

Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 25 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• In the parable of the Ten Virgins, what did the foolish ones do 
 (verse 3)? 
• What did the wise ones do (verse 4)? 
• What happened when the foolish virgins left to get more oil 
 (verse 10)?
• In the Parable of the Talents, how many talents did each servant   
 receive and then end up with (verses 15, 17-18)?
• What did Jesus say to the first two servants and then the third one   
 (verses 21-22, 40)?
• What happens to the sheep in Jesus’ third parable (verses 34-36)? 
• What do they ask Jesus in verses 27-29 and how does he answer   
 (verse 40)?
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Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• At this time, would you say you are ready or not ready for Jesus’  
 return?
• In the parable of the talents (verses 14 - 30), do you think you are  
 more like the servant with the five talents, two talents, or one talent?
• When you read the story of the sheep and the goats (verses 31-46)  
 how does it make you feel?
• Of the three stories Jesus tells in this chapter, which of them hits  
 home the most for you right now?

Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Jesus tells three parables in this chapter, and he does this when he is 
trying to make a point, or teach something about the way God works. 
Come up with a couple of topics (God’s grace, God’s love, forgiveness, 
giving to others, not showing partiality, etc.) and give students five 
minutes to come up with a parable as a group.

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON09

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Who do you think the bridegroom and virgins represent in the  
 Parable of the Ten Virgins (verses 1-13)?
• What is the point of the parable?
• Do you think the point of Jesus’ second parable has to do with the  
 amount of talents that were given or how we use them?
• What does verse 14 say about what happens when we care for  
 others?
• According to this parable, how important is it to Jesus that his  
 followers care for others?
•  Why or why not do you think it’s possible to be a Christian and not  
 care for others? 
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A New Kind of King
Matthew 26

APR24 - LESSON10

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

In the first half of Matthew 26, we see the deliberate way Jesus 
prepares for what he knows is about to happen. Looking back on 
these events, we can see there was purpose in everything he did. The 
rearview mirror is the best place to look when we want to see the way 
God works.

For the disciples, the trip to Simon’s house in Bethany was just another 
stop on their Journey with Jesus. But Jesus knew it was one of his 
last stops before he would head to the cross. With this backdrop, we 
understand Jesus’s anointing by the woman from an entirely different 
perspective.

Jesus moves from this unusual event to make a meal with his disciples, 
and there he gives new significance to elements they’ve ingested many 
times before. Since then, followers throughout history have taken these 
elements because of what happened at this supper. 

In the last half of this chapter, they are confronted with the reality of 
what Jesus warned them about all along: Jesus will not be taking a 
throne; he will be taken to a cross. Yet when it starts to happen, the 
disciples suddenly realize it’s going to have implications for them and 
they are not prepared for the new role they are suddenly forced to take.

In this chapter, Jesus reveals that he is not the kind of King the disciples 
thought they were getting. 
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• If you had one day left to live, who would you spend it with?
• Have you ever been with someone who is going through a difficult   
 time?
• If someone told you he was sent from God, how would you respond?



Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 26 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• When the woman anoints Jesus with perfume in verse 7, what do the  
 disciples say (verses 8-9) and how does Jesus respond    
 (verses 10-13)?
• What does Peter promise Jesus in verse 33 and how does Jesus   
 respond (verse 34)? 
• How does Jesus’s prayer change between verse 39 and verse 42?
• What happens when Jesus is arrested (verse 51) and what does Jesus  
 say about it (verses 52-54)?
• How does Jesus respond when they ask him if he is the Christ
 (verses 63-64)?

Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Why do you think the chief priest wanted to arrest Jesus in some sly   
 way instead of just going after him (verse 4) and what does that tell   
 you about Jesus?
• Why do you think the woman anointing Jesus with perfume was so   
 significant?
• Do you think the disciples understood Jesus when he began to talk   
 about the bread and the cup in verses 26-27?
• Do you think the disciples doubted Jesus or were they just afraid in   
 verse 56? 
• Do you think there was a reason Jesus answered the high priest the   
 way he did in verse 64? 
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Take communion together as a group using the words of Jesus from 
this passage. Try passing it around the circle, giving each student an 
opportunity to repeat Jesus’s words as the next student takes the 
elements.

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Do you think it’s fair to compare the perfume anointing with modern  
 churches spending a lot of money on buildings of worship when it  
 could be going to the poor? How do you think Jesus feels?
• Do you think Jesus’s words in verses 26-28 are as significant to us as  
 they were for the disciples?
• Have you ever “denied” Jesus in your words or actions?
• Have you ever been disappointed in God because of something he  
 did or didn’t do for you and how did that affect your relationship with  
 him?

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON10
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Love Poured Out
Matthew 27

MAY01 - LESSON11

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of your booklet for an activity.

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

In this chapter we see how far God was willing to go to prove how 
much he loves us. He sent his precious son to die an innocent death 
on our behalf. Like a judge who sentences us for our wrongdoing and 
then pays the penalty himself, God sent Jesus to be our sacrifice. 

Early in this chapter, we see two tragic figures. The first is Judas, as 
we see how he regretfully tries to undo what he’s done. The chief 
priests deny him that opportunity, but instead of running to Jesus for 
forgiveness and Grace, he hangs himself in despair. Judas’ inability to 
forgive himself becomes his ultimate sentence.

Pilate is more complex, as we witness his internal wrestling match 
for how we will respond to the weight of Jesus’ fate. His discomfort 
is evident as he tries to absolve himself of that sentence. He is 
unsuccessful, as history reveals.

But ultimately Matthew records in this chapter that Jesus hung on 
a cross and humbly submitted to sparing us. The brutal death Jesus 
experiences in this chapter helps us remember, one more time, the 
perfect love that was poured out for us.

As he was laid to rest in the tomb, people thought it was the end of the 
story. But they would soon learn that a better story was just beginning.
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• Have you ever felt so guilty about something you couldn’t move  
 forward without dealing with it?
• What is the biggest sacrifice someone has made for you?
• Have you ever had someone give you something so big you could  
 never repay it?



Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• What do verses 3 and 5 tell you about Judas? 
• Why do you think Jesus answered Pilate the way he does in verse 11?
• What clues do you get in verses 13-18 about how Pilate feels about   
 Jesus?
• Do you find any irony in what the chief priests say in verse 42?
• Why do you think Jesus said the words he did and verse 46?
• What do you think was the most difficult part of the crucifixion for   
 Jesus? Physically? Emotionally?
• What was the significance of what happened in verse 51?

Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 27 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• What does Pilate ask Jesus in verse 11 and how does Jesus answer?
• What does Pilate do in verses 15-17? 
• What does verse 18 say about what Pilate knew?
• What did they do and say to Jesus before the crucifixion
 (verses 28-29)?
• What did they write over his head? (verse 37)

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• Based on what you know about Jesus, do you think he would have  
 forgiven Judas if he had repented?
• Do you think there are any sins God doesn’t forgive?
• What part of the crucifixion do you think is the greatest picture of  
 love?
• Do Jesus’ actions of going to the cross affect you?
• Is there any sin you are carrying that you need to claim Jesus’ death  
 for?
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

Ask students to write out a thank you directed to Jesus specifically for 
his willingness to endure the cross.

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Have students circle up and pray for the person to their right, that they 
would surrender their troubles to Jesus.

LESSON11
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Ressurrection and New Life
Matthew 28

MAY08 - LESSON12

Let’s Break the Ice
 5 minutes

Check the back of this book for an activity that best suits your group!

Let’s Study It
 Before You Arrive

Without the resurrection, Christianity preaches a prophet and a teacher 
who taught us how to live. With the resurrection, Christianity preaches 
a Savior who comes to be our Lord. Only one of these has the power 
to change lives.

The story of the empty tomb opens the final chapter of Matthew, and 
we will read once more the story that transforms our faith. Mary and 
Martha come to see the tomb, and are met by an angel who delivers 
the famous words: “He is not here, he has risen just as he said.” As they 
scurry back to tell the disciples, Jesus meets them on the road, and 
they clasp his feet and worship him.

While he was alive, they followed. Seeing him resurrected, they 
worship. Something big has happened to their lord and their faith. 
Thinking back, they realize it is just what Jesus said would happen and 
now it’s their job to tell everyone else. At the end of the chapter we will 
realize it’s our job to do that too.

The mixed reactions and doubts parallel some of the responses we get 
today when we share the gospel. But Jesus encourages us at the end 
of the chapter that his power will move through us to bring others to 
himself. We are not responsible for how people respond, but we are 
responsible, Jesus says, to get the word out.
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Let’s Get Started
 5 minutes

• What is the biggest surprise you’ve ever gotten?
• Where do you need new life in an area that feels “dead”?
• Do you think the responsibility for leading others to Jesus is up to  
 God or us?



Let’s Talk About It: Think
 10 minutes

• Given the social standing of women in the first century, do you think   
 it was significant that Jesus appeared to two women first and what   
 does it tell you about Jesus?
• How do you think the disciples reacted to the women’s story (see   
 Luke 24:11 for clues)?
• Why do you think the chief priests created a different story about   
 what happened (verse 12)?
• Why do you think some doubted when they saw the resurrected   
 Jesus (verse 17)?

Let’s See What God Says
 10 minutes
Pray that God would help you understand His Word tonight.

Read Matthew 28 in The Message Version, to get an overview of what is being said. Then 
open the NIV and answer the questions below.

• Who went to the tomb first and what happened when they got there   
 (verses 1-3)?
• What did the angel say (verse 5-7)?
• What did the women do (verse 8)? 
• Who met them along the way (verse 9)?
• Who told the chief priests what happened and what plan did they   
 devise (verse 11-14)?
• What were the reactions when Jesus appeared to the disciples 
 (verse 17)?
• What did Jesus say to them (verses 18-20)?
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Let’s Try It Out
 10 minutes

“Tell the Story.” Give your students two minutes each to tell the story of 
who Jesus was and why he came. Give them some time to write down 
or think through their thoughts, and then share how they would tell 
the story of Jesus to someone who didn’t know it.

Let’s Talk About It: Apply
 10 minutes

• How do you picture angels based on the accounts you’ve read 
 (like this one)? 
• Have you ever experienced anything that seems like an angel was  
 present?
• Have you ever doubted the resurrection or wondered if it really  
 happened?
• How important do you think the resurrection is to our faith
 (see 1 Corinthians 15:14)?
• How have you seen the Great Commission lived out since Jesus  
 spoke it in this chapter?
• What have you personally done to fulfill the Great Commission?
• Do you find it easy or hard to share your faith?

Let’s Pray About It
 5 minutes

Search the back of your booklet for a prayer activity.

LESSON12
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ICE BREAKER INDEX

Funny & Random Questions
• What is your most used emoji?
• What was the worst style choice you ever made?
• What was the worst haircut you ever had?
• Who was your childhood actor/actress crush?
• If you were a wrestler what would be your entrance theme  
 song?
• Have you ever been told you look like someone famous,   
 who was it?
• What would you name your first car?
• You have your own late-night talk show, who do you invite  
 as your first guest?
• If a movie was made of your life, who would play you?
• If you were famous, what would you be famous for?
• You have to sing karaoke, what song do you pick?
• What was your least favorite food as a child? Do you still   
 hate it or do you love it now?
• If you had to eat one meal every day for the rest of your   
 life what would it be?
• If aliens landed on earth tomorrow and offered to take you  
 home with them, would you go?
• 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s: Which decade do you love the   
 most and why?
• What’s your favorite sandwich and why?
• If you could re-paint your room any color, what would you  
 choose?
• If you were running for President, what would your slogan  
 be?
• What’s the weirdest food you’ve ever eaten?
• What’s the most out-of-character thing you’ve ever done?
• What is your cellphone wallpaper?
• You can have an unlimited supply of one thing for the rest  
 of your life (except money), what is it?
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Guess the Phobia
• What is Bibliophobia? Fear of books. 
• What is Nomatophobia? Fear of names. 
• What is Octophobia? Fear of the figure 8. 
• What is Technophobia? Fear of technology.
• What is Zoophobia? Fear of animals. 
• What is Kathisophobia? Fear of sitting down.
• What is Podophobia? Fear of feet.

Highs & Lows
Give students two minutes each to answer these four 
questions.
• What is the best thing that happened to you this week?
• What is the worst thing that happened to you this week?
• What is the silliest thing that happened to you this week?
• What was the weirdest thing that happened to you this   
 week?

Pterodactyl
This one is for pure laughs. Students get in a circle and 
go around the circle trying to say “pterodactyl” without 
showing their teeth (putting lips over teeth like a person 
without their dentures in). Students may switch the 
direction in the circle that the game is going in by looking 
at the next person and doing their best pterodactyl 
impression, again without showing teeth/smiling. Those 
who laugh or smile are out.
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LET’S BREAK THE ICE

One Minute Please!
The aim of the game is to talk for one minute on a given 
subject. You announce the topic and a member of the 
group is randomly selected to speak for one minute. Put a 
stopwatch on each person to see how long they last before 
drying up! 
Subjects might include:
• Favorite Memory • Top 10 Movies • Types of Farts
• Your Bucket List • Favorite Animal • Best Food Type
• Why SoCal is the Best

Zombie Apocolypse
• What 3 people would you bring?
• What 2 items would you take with you?
• Would you rather have fresh water all the time or a fire   
 start immediately?
• What would be weird to adjust to?
• How would you try to escape?
• How did the apocalypse happen? 

Would You Rather
• Would you rather live in the ocean or on the moon?
• Would you rather travel back in time to meet your    
 ancestors or to the future to meet your descendants?
• Would you rather lose all of your money or all of your   
 pictures?
• Would you rather have invisibility or flight?
• Would you rather live where it only snows or where the   
 temperature never falls below 105 degrees?
• Would you rather always be slightly late or super early?
• Would you rather give up your smartphone or your   
 computer?
• Would you rather live without heat and A/C or live without  
 social media?
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If You Could...
• If you could hang out with any cartoon character, who   
 would you choose and why?
• If you could live anywhere in the world for a year, where   
 would it be?
• If you could commit any crime and get away with it, what  
 would you choose and why?
• If you could choose any person from history to be your   
 friend, who would it be and why?
• If you could see one movie again for the first time, what   
 would it be and why?
• If you could bring back any fashion trend, what would it   
 be?
• If you could live in any country, where would you live?
• If you could choose any two famous people to have   
 dinner with, who would they be?
• If you could have any animal in the world as a pet, what   
 animal would you choose?
• If you could do anything in the world as your career, what  
 would you do?
• If you could be any superhero, who would you be and   
 why?
• If you could change places with anyone in the world, who  
 would it be and why?
• If you could rename yourself, what name would you pick?
• If you could have someone follow you around all the   
 time, like a personal assistant, what would you have them  
 do for you?
• If you could instantly become an expert in something,   
 what would it be?
• If you could buy any one item, what would you buy?
• If you had to teach a class on one thing, what would you   
 teach?
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LET’S BREAK THE ICE

If You Could...(Continued)
• If you could magically become fluent in any language,   
 what would it be?
• If you could be immortal, what age would you choose to   
 stop aging at and why?
• If you could be on a reality TV show, which one would   
 you choose and why?
• If you could choose any food to permanently get rid of,   
 what would you choose?
• If you could eliminate one thing from your daily routine,   
 what would it be and why?
• If you could go to Mars, would you? Why or why not?
• If you could have the power of teleportation right now,   
 where would you go and why?

Desert Island
Announce, “You’ve been exiled to a deserted island for a 
year. In addition to the essentials, you may take one piece of 
music, one book (which is not the Bible) and one luxury item 
you can carry with you. What would you bring and why?”

Themed Rock-Paper-Scissors
Play “Rock-Paper-Scissors” like you normally would by using 
themes and fun poses for the three characters (“Wizard 
beats Giant - Giant beats Elf - Elf beats Wizard”...etc).
After the poses are decided, break students up into pairs and 
have fun!
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PRAYER ACTIVITY INDEX

Prayers In A Hat
Ask everyone in the group to put their name on a piece 
of paper. Place the pieces of paper into a hat or another 
container. Then pass the hat/container around the 
group and ask each person to take out a piece of paper. 
Encourage them to pray for that person during the week.
 
News Prayer
Collect together some of the news headlines (local, 
national, global) from the previous week. Ask students to 
pray for each headline.
 
The People Cross
Ask each student to write the name of a friend, work 
colleague or family member they wish to pray for on a 
paper. Then place the papers on the floor in the shape of 
a large cross. The group then stands in a circle around the 
cross and prays for the person they named. Invite them to 
softly speak out their individual prayers together.

North, South, East, West
Ask the group to face each of these directions in turn and 
then pray together in silence, or out loud, for any specific 
needs (personal, individual, local, national, global) in that 
direction. Find out where the missionaries from your 
church, or those you support, are working and pray for 
them as you face the direction of their mission field. You 
can use your phone as a compass!
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Skittles Prayers
Grab a bag of skittles and have the students grab a handful 
of skittles. As they grab a handful of skittles, each color will 
represent a different prayer.
• Green: Name something you love about your family. Pray  
 for them.
• Yellow: Who was/is your favorite teacher? Pray for all your  
 teachers.
• Orange: What do you like best about church?
 Pray for Shepherd.
• Purple: What is your favorite thing God has made?
 Thank God for creation. 
• Red: Who do you know that needs help? Pray for them.

One-On-One
Split the group into smaller subgroups or one-on-one, and 
then pray for one another. Sometimes quieter members 
feel more comfortable praying in a smaller group.
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